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Piano prodigies
Practice lands students at Carnegie Hall
by Alicia B. Smith
Staff Writer

L

egend has it that after a bad
day rehearsing, violinist
Mischa Elman left the music
hall in a bad mood. After
walking out the door he was asked by
someone looking for directions, “How
do you get to Carnegie Hall?”
His response: “Practice.”
For two students at the Talcott
Mountain Academy, practice seems
to have worked.
Jacqueline Schmeizl, 9, of
Simsbury and schoolmate Robert
Heims, 7, of Avon, perform in
separate events at the renowned
hall this spring.
Jacqueline returned to the stage
there April 12, performing in the

American Protégé Competition;
Robert’s turn is May 3.
Taking up the piano for
Jacqueline was an easy decision as
her mother has been playing it since
she was a child and teaches piano at
the Piano Academy of Simsbury,
which she owns.
“I have been playing my whole
life,” Houry Schmeizl said. “I was
hoping she would gravitate towards
music, but you never know what
your children are going to do.”
Jacqueline, who is a member
of American Mensa, has been
playing piano for four years, taught
by her mother.
Robert decided one day that he

Jacqueline Schmeizl, 9, and Robert Heims, 7, students at the Talcott Mountain
Academy, have performed or will perform at Carnegie Hall this spring.
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Heims said she thought he was a
bit young, but when her son would
not drop the subject she decided to

wanted to play the piano and asked
his mother, Jennifer Heims, if he
could. He was 3 years old at the time.

find lessons for him at the age of 4.
“I made him promise he’d practice everyday and he did,” Heims
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their performances by submitting
videos of their playing.
Jacqueline played at the music
hall most recently in March; she was
the recipient of a first place trophy
when she played at Carnegie Hall
for the Music-Fest Rising Talents
Grand Prix Winner’s Concert where
she performed “Chopin Nocturne in
C Minor.” She also placed first at the
Music-Fest, Rising Talents Festival
and placed second in the American
Protégé International Music
Competition. Closer to home,
Jacqueline will perform at the Avon
Free Public Library April 25 for the
Connecticut Music Teacher’s
Association Youth Recital.
Robert has also had his talents
rewarded, winning third place
in the American Association for
Development of the Gifted and

Talented International Young Gifted
Passion for Music 2015 program and
receiving an honorable mention for
the American Protégé International
Piano and Strings Competition.
Both pianists said they prefer to
play music that is fast.
Jacqueline said she benefits from
having her mother as her piano
teacher rather than an instructor she
only sees once a week. This way she
can practice when she feels like it
and has someone readily available to
answer questions or offer suggestions.
“I think I learn more things
and have the time to fix mistakes,”
she said.
Neither has a problem
performing in front of crowds.
Jacqueline said she likes it better
because they “cheer for you.”
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“I do like performing because
it gives you the chance to see what
level you are,” Robert said of
competitions, admitting he likes
to get a first-place honor.
He also performed in the
American Protégé Series Sol Solis
Consort in which he played with an
orchestra for the first time.
He performed Haydn’s “Concerto
No. 11 in D Major.”
“It’s way harder,” Robert said, of
playing with others. “Playing by
yourself you can play whatever you
want, you are free.”
Both play from memory, something Schmeizl said is a common
practice among musicians.
Jacqueline said she does not
force herself to memorize a piece of
music, but gets to know it by repeatedly playing the piece.
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“I know he’s got it when he starts
to talk to me while playing,” Jennifer
Heims said of her son.
“I find it hard to talk and play
the piano at the same time,”
Jacqueline said.
“We feel the arts are very
important,” Talcott Mountain
Academy Dean Lydia Gibb said,
adding that many successful
scientists have also been musicians.
As far as she is concerned, science
and the arts go hand and hand.
“Both students are very talented
in math,” Gibb said.
“Here he is coming out, learning
that it is OK to enjoy reading, math
and enjoy music at the same time,”
Heims said of her son.
Schmeizl said it is one of the reasons she and her husband decided to
send Jacqueline to TMA. VL

7 Melrose dr • Village Square
Off rte. 4 • Farmington

(860) 677-1778

• Camp Physicals Now Available
• Board Certified in Pediatrics
• Fellow, American Academy of Pediatrics
• Member, Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine
• International Board Certified Lactation Consultant
• Most Insurances Accepted
Affiliated with Hartford Hospital,
St. Francis Hospital & Medical Center
and the CT Children’s Medical Center

Today’s Mentors
Tomorrow’s Leaders
Now Accepting
Applications
15 months
through
8th grade

21st Century Montessori
150 Fisher Dr - Avon

Call to learn more - 860-677-2403

www.forchildrenwithlove.com

Farmington Academy welcomes students and faculty
of every race, religion, national and ethnic origin.

May 2015 | VALLEY LIFE 45

